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CONPIDENTIAL ISLAMABAD 2197 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: CGEN, CPAS, PFOR, US, CH 

SUBJECT: PRIVATE TRAVEL TO PRC: APPARENT LIBERALIZATION 
REF: 73 STATE A-4085, 75 STATE A-45 

1. PAKISTAN INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES (PIA) REPORTED PEBRUARY 27, 

1976, SIGNIPICANT DEPARTURE FROM PAST CHINESE PRACTICE OP 
RESTRICTING AMCIT TOURIST TRAVEL (AT LEAST THAT ORIGINATING 
PROM PAKISTAN) TO CHINA. 

2. PIA ANNOUNCED PLAN TO CONDUCT SMALL GUIDED GROUP TOURS OF 
CHINA; TWO YEARS AGO WHEN THEY TRIED A SIMILAR SCHEME THEY WERE 
BADLY EMBARRASSED BY THE CHINESE DENIAL OP VISAS TO AMERICANS 
INCLUDED IN ROSTER. THIS TIME THEIR DISTRICT SALES MANAGER 
REPORTS THAT PIS HAS OBTAINED A WRITTEN PROMISE FROM CHINESE THAT 
AMERICANS- -INCLUDING DIPLOMATS- -MAY BE INCLUDED IN PIA TOURS. 

3. POR INFO OF ADDRESSEES: ONE TOUR SCHEDULED EACH FOR APRIL, 

JUNE, AND AUGUST; TWENTY PEOPLE PER TOUR. COST ESTIMATED $750 
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POR TRANSPORTATION AND LODGING; FIVE CITIES COVERED IN NINE DAYS. 
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POSTS ARE REMINDED THAT STATE'S ADVANCE CLEARANCE FOR CHINA 
TRAVEL STILL NECESSARY (73 REPAIR) ALTHOUGH USG EMPLOYEES MANY 
NOW TRAVEL ON DIP AND OFFICIAL PASSPORTS (75 REPAIR). 

4. COMMENT: TIME WILL TELL HOW LIBERALLY CHINESE WILL IN FACT 
VISA AMERICANS RESIDENT IN PAKISTAN FOR TOURIST TRAVEL TO PRC. 

BYROADE 
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